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Day 5 

Day 2-4

Day 6-7

Meet in  Twizel late afternoon for  welcome function, tour briefing
and introduction to the region.  Luxury accommodation Mackenzie
Country Hotel Twizel.

7 NIGHTS 
Commencing Twizel | Finishing Queenstown
 
The tour price includes equipment, accommodation, all
road transfers once on the tour and transport between
Twizel and Queenstown.  Breakfasts, lunches and
most evening dinners.  Alcohol & other beverages not
included.   Ask about transport from Christchurch.

Three days of rowing in the Mackenzie District.
 
Possible rowing options include Lakes Pukaki, Ohau, Benmore, Tekapo
and Ruataniwha. Some of these are long rows which will include a
picnic lunch stop on the side of the Lake. Our absolute favourite is the
long row down Lake Pukaki. On a clear day this gives everyone 
spectacular views of Mt Cook.   It can feel like rowing in an oil painting.
The lake has been described as a 'shimmering blue jewel set into a
grand alpine playground - an iconic New Zealand landscape of high
mountain peaks, glacier fed alpine lakes and golden tussocks stretched
beneath an endless sky'.
 
We will do our best to fit in some land-based activities - a visit the little
village of Tekapo, right on the shores of it’s namesake Lake. We’re
exploring options for a Farm Tour in this region, and we will do our
utmost to take you to visit the Mt Cook  Village in the Aoraki National
Park, and perhaps take the 2.5km walk to view the Tasman Glacier

Rowing day trips from Queenstown. The favourite is another long row,
from Glenorchy to Twelve Mile (near Queenstown). If we are lucky with
weather, this is another one of those ‘rowing in an oil painting’ days.
Farewell dinner evening of Day 7.

www.nzrowingtours.com

We drive through spectacular country from Twizel to Queenstown.
This includes going over the Lindis Pass, which links the Mackenzie
and the Otago Districts. As we drive along the side of Lake Dunstan, a
picturesque lake created in the early 1990s you'll see the upper
Cromwell Gorge which was flooded during the building of the Clyde
Dam, one of NZ’s largest hydroelectric dams.  We will row on the
Cromwell Gorge, a narrow section between the small towns of
Cromwell and Clyde.
 
After the row we drive through the Kawarau Gorge to Queenstown - a 
historic area of NZ.  The Kawarau river was the site of much gold
mining activity in the 1860s, and the near-derelict remains of some
miners cottages are still visible across the river.
 
Accommodation this evening at Staysouth Apartments in Queenstown.
where we stay until the end of tour.

SOUTHERN LAKES
ITINERARY TOUR ONE

N Z R O W I N G T O U R S . C O M

Day 8
Pack up and departure.
 
Please refer to notes next page.

http://www.mackenzie.co.nz/Mackenzie-Country-Hotel/Home.aspx
https://staysouth.com/apartments-queenstown/lakeridge-queenstown
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Notes

The South Island, renowned for its mountains, lakes
and glaciers is New Zealands largest island but  less
populated than the North Island with around 1.13m
people (23%).  There are some 3,820 lakes in New
Zealand with a surface area larger than one hectare.  
The South Island holds 8 of New Zealand's 10 largest  
lakes - most formed by glaciers. 

www.nzrowingtours.com

1.              The daily rowing programme may be amended to optimise the rowing
experience. We will decide which day to row on each Lake, depending on weather
and wind.  Everyone takes a turn at coxing.
2.          We have more rowing options than there are days on the Tour. So you may
not get to row every Lake, but we will do our utmost to show you the best scenery
we can, depending on weather conditions in your particular tour week.
3.       Safety is paramount. These lakes are big, deep, and cold. There are stretches
on many of the rows where there are no landing spots, and no road access. We
prioritise safety every day.  That's another reason we've chosen Swift Coxed
Coastal Quads for their safety, comfort, and stability.  If we can’t find a place to
row, we will pursue another activity.  
4.           The Southern Lakes Tour can run in a Southerly direction (first few days in
Twizel, finishing in Queenstown), or a Northerly direction (start in Queenstown,
finish in Twizel).  We need to fill Tour One before accepting Tour Two bookings but
operate a waiting list to ensure bookings run smoothly and you don't miss out.  
6.      Non-rowing partners are welcome on our Tours. Sometimes partners choose
to travel with the Tour group (on a support boat or in the van etc), other partners
have breakfast with us, go off and do their own thing most days and meet us again
for dinner. We’re open to both options. There  are plenty of interesting things for
non-rowers to do on this journey, especially if they like to fish, hike, ride a bicycle,
and enjoy beautiful scenery and/or photography. Talk to us about the possibilities
and cost structure.
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Driving time from Twizel - Queenstown approx 2.5 hours.  Relax and enjoy the
views, while we take care of the driving for you.  

Ready to book your flights?  Queenstown or Christchurch are International Airports
and act as gateways to the lower South Island.  Ask about pick up from Christchurch.
There's loads of helpful tourism information here.  If you're looking to stay and little
longer in New Zealand you'll find suggestions for getting around, things to do, facts
about NZ and ideas for your itinerary.  Simply link your other plans in with the
start/end dates of our rowing tours.
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https://www.newzealand.com/int/getting-around/
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Lake Pukaki

Shaped like a lightning bolt, Lake Wakatipu
is the third largest lake in New Zealand. It
fills a deep valley carved by ancient
glaciers and is bordered on all sides by tall
mountains. Settlements around the lake
shore include Queenstown and the
villages of Kingston,  Glenorchy  and
Kinloch.  In Queenstown, where we are
based, there's' always a new vista around
the corner.  
 
Because of its unusual shape, Lake
Wakatipu has a 'tide' (more correctly, an
unusually large seiche or "standing
wave"), which causes the water to rise and
fall about 10 centimetres every 25 minutes
or so. Maori legend links this phenomenon
to the heartbeat of a huge monster named
Matau, who is said to be slumbering at the
bottom of the lake.

SOUTHERN LAKES
TOUR ONE IMAGES 
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Queenstown

Lake Ohau

At the head of Lake Pukaki, New Zealand's
highest peak Aoraki Mt Cook dominates
the turquoise ribbon of lake that fills an
elongated ancient glacier-carved valley.
The craggy peak draws serious alpinists
and mountaineers from around the world,
and the surrounding region is a popular
destination for star gazing, winter snow
sports, cycling, summer hiking and
walking and relaxing getaways.

Found between Omarama and Twizel, the
drive into Ohau is spectacular in its own
right. The area is beautifully rugged and
painted with beautiful yellow, orange and
brown hues synonymous with the South
Island high country. The prominent Ben
Ohau mountain range stands watch over
the far side of Lake Ohau.

Lake Benmore 

Picturesque by day and dazzling by night,
Lake Tekapo is part of a UNESCO Dark Sky
Reserve, making it the perfect spot for
stargazing - and rowing of course.  Lake
Tekapo gets its intense milky-turquoise
colour from the fine rock-flour (ground by
glaciers) which is suspended in the water.

Lake Tekapo 

Lake Benmore

Lake Ruataniwha is, like Lake Karapiro in
Waikato (North Island), an artificial lake
created by a hydroelectric scheme – in this
case the upper Waitaki project. It is close to
Twizel, and is used alternately with Lake
Karapiro for the national rowing
championships.

Lake Ruataniwha 

Lake Benmore is the kind of lake of which your eyes
cannot get enough, because its color is a unique
blue. Autumn is a magical time to visit Lake Benmore,
which is then surrounded by yellow poplars on the
hills and on the peninsula. 

Lake Wakatipu


